
PUBLIC SPACES RESCUE 
PROGRAM

Hiram A. Ángel Lara*
Karen Martínez Gallegos**

SUMMARY

Programa de Res-
cate de Espacios Públicos

Social Capital, Public Space, PREP.



Is it possible to generate social capital with government actions?
The Public Spaces Rescue Program and citizen participation in western Mexico

PREP

Vivir Mejor” ”To Live 
Better

 (PREP)

(SEDESOL, 2010)

Segovia and Dascal 
(2000: 52),



Hiram A. Ángel Lara / Karen Martínez Gallegos

PREP

(GMA)

GMA

“electoral purposes”
“visibility”

PREP’s



Is it possible to generate social capital with government actions?
The Public Spaces Rescue Program and citizen participation in western Mexico

San Jacinto 6,926,782.00

Paseo de la 
Selva 6,072,884.00

Santa Fe

2,714,288.00

Del Valle 
3,927,307.00

Santa Maria 
Tequepexpan

 
6,618,898.00

Santa Maria 
Tequepexpan 4,481,722.46

2,976,002.00

Rio De La Plata 
3,061,488.00

Lomas De 
Tabachines 4,046,619.00

Laureles
3,271,814.00
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Table 1

PREP

PREP 2

“Building social capital through PREP” Sports Unit Lomas de Ta-
bachines

capital stock

PREP
“snow-

ball”

“capital stock”
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Public Spaces Rescue Program

‘target population’

SEDESOL

“snowball”
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”The security level in 
this neighborhood has increased a few since the inter-
vention in this park”

PREP’S
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Generación de capi-
tal social en la Unidad Deportiva Lomas de Tabachines

Graph 6

Generación de capital 
social en la Unidad Deportiva Lomas de Tabachines



Hiram A. Ángel Lara / Karen Martínez Gallegos

watchful neighbor

Generación de capital 
social en la Unidad Deportiva Lomas de Tabachines
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Graphic 7

barrio gangs

barrios

belonging

You can do 
nothing against a as they turn against you, 
so you cannot stand up against anyone; even they 
are very close with each other, if you do anything to 
any of them, then they do something to you, so we 
do not engage with them. Among them there is trust” 

“barrios”

V.’s 

among people seeking a place in which to get to 
know others, to spend time, because as no one 
knows each other, we only say good morning, good 
afternoon” (V ., interview).

PREP Lomas de Tabachines
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UDLT

obligatory and free

return the favor

(Durston, 2001)

reciprocity

moral help
uplifting

car pool
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“community workshop leaders.”

“I put my little room in my house and got a sec-
ond hand board with my resources. When I impart the 
recycling workshop I work with the centers of the toilet 
paper roll, water caps, cardboard and I charge is 10 
pesos per hour. Most of the children come one hour 
and I teach them here by playing”
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UDLT

Generación de 
capital social en la Unidad Deportiva Lomas de Tabachines

People do not 
cooperate to solve the problems of this public area 
because they cannot reach an agreement, if they 
wanted to take turns to look after the park or give 
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maintenance to it, they could do 
it”

People here are peculiar, be-
cause if someone invites them 
there is an answer, but there is 
no initiative, the example pushes 
people. They need someone to 
come and tell them, “Hey, let’s 
do this, this program helps us with 

people do respond

San Juan Bautista

“I have belonged to the group 
of San Juan Bautista for approxi-
mately 17 years, since we started 
to come together in the parish 
community and its construction 
was done ... when we have to 
do activities of the group in the 

-
vance, they tell us the day and 
time but it is regularly on Sundays”
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Source: Generación de capital social en la Unidad Deport-
iva Lomas de Tabachines

voice

“I participate in the improvements because they better my life qual-
ity and my neighborhood’s services and house, also because I think 
about the future, when I am an old woman I want to walk in my neigh-
borhood,  I want to leave a nice place to my children so they can live 
well” .
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“Participating in the religious 
group is important to me because 
I feel good about myself, it gives 
me peace and tranquility,  we 
also support each other, as a 
matter of fact I go to the sports 
unit with my church friends who I 
have known since I was a child” 

“For me, to participate in these 
organizations make me feel use-
ful and I can leave an example 
to the new generations to come, 
given that social organization can 
achieve a substantial improve-
ment on environmental condi-
tions”.  

 PREP

 PREP

“participative 
sense” 
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. Capital social: 
Potencialidades analiticas y 
metodologicas para la supera-

cion de la pobreza

The Evolution of 
Cooperation

The forms of 
capital
Handbook of the Theory and 
research of the sociology of 
education

 Foundations 
of Social Theory

)  ¿Que es el cap-
ital social comunitario?

 

Capital social: 
Parte del problema, parte de 
la solucion. Su papel en la per-
sistencia y en la superacion de 
la pobreza en America Latina y 
el Caribe

 La gran rup-
tura. 

Cues-
tionario Integrado para la 
medicion de capital social

).Salida, Voz y 
Lealtad

). Are Artesanal Co-
operatives in Guatemala Un-
raveling?
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Making De-
mocracy Work: Civic Traditions 
in Modern Italy

Documento di-
agnostico de Rescate de Espa-
cios Publicos

Acuerdo por 
el que se emiten las Reglas de 
Operacion del Programa de 
Rescate de Espacios Publicos, 

Espacio publico, participacion 
y ciudadania

Diseño y aplicacion 
de indice integrado de capital 
social en tres barrios urbanos 
de la region de Coquimbo, 
Programa mas Region

Lineamientos 

del programa de Rescate de 
Espacios Publicos para el ejer-

La pobreza en 
la ciudad: capital social y po-
litica publica
Capital social y reduccion de 
la pobreza en America Latina y 
el Caribe: en busca de un Par-
adigma


