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Towards health-care equality?
The performance of Seguro Popular in México (2003-2013)

Equity in health implies that 
ideally everyone should 
have a fair opportunity to 
attain their full health po-
tential and, more pragmat-
ically, that no one should 
be disadvantaged from 
achieving this potential, if it 
can be avoided (1990: 7). 

If the problem is cholera, 
for example, a person with 
greater resources is better 
able to avoid areas where 
the disease is rampant, and 
highly resourced communi-
ties are better able to pro-
hibit entry of infected per-
sons. If the problem is heart 
disease, a person with 
greater resources is better 
able to maintain a heart-
healthy lifestyle and get 
the best medical treatment 
available (Phelan, Link, and 
Tehranifar, 2010, p. 30).
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Year General government expen-
diture on health per capitab)

Total human re-
sources in the pub-

lic health sector

Number of medical 
consultations

(% of total government ex-
penditure on health) 

For every 100,000 people

With 
social 

security

Without 
social 

security

Total With 
social 

security

Without 
social 

security

With 
social 

security

Without 
social 

security
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Year Infant mortality1,a Maternal mortality2,a,b
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Country Total expenditure on 
health as a percent-

age of GDP

Genera government 
expenditure on health 

as a percentage of total 
expenditure on health

Out-of-pocket 
expenditure as a 

percentage of total 
expenditure on health
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Catálogo Uni-
versal de Servicios de Salud

Year Number of people insured
Spending

(million pesos, current 
prices)
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Desigualdad 
en Salud en México: un Análisis 
de sus Determinantes

Salud 
Pública de Mexico 55

An-
nual meeting of the American 
Sociological Association

 Resul-
tados de pobreza en México 
2014 a nivel nacional y por en-
tidades federativas

Indicadores 

Boletín de información 
-

cieros, Servicios otorgados y 
programas sustantivos, Re-
cursos físicos, materiales y hu-
manos)
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Boletín de infor-
mación estadística (Recursos 

y programas sustantivos, Re-
cursos físicos, materiales y hu-
manos)

Boletín de infor-
mación estadística (Recursos 

y programas sustantivos, Re-
cursos físicos, materiales y hu-
manos)

Desigualdad 
Extrema en México: Concen-
tración del Poder Económico 
y Político

Seguro Popular y fed-
eralismo en México: un análisis 
de política pública

 Foro Internacional

Para entender el Siste-
ma de salud en México

Salud Pública de México

Demography 45

Keeping the Promises of 
Social Security in the Americas

Sistema de 
Protección Social en Salud: El-

-
cieros y operativos
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Health Policy and Plan-
ning

Old-Age Income Support in the 
21st Century: An International 
Perspective on Pension Systems 
and Reform

The lancet 6736

The Lancet

La Jornada
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nal of Economic Perspectives

PloS One 9

Journal 
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Working Paper Series
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desiguALdades.net Working 
Paper Series

Gace-
ta Medica de Mexico 147

Anexo Estadístico del Quinto 
Informe de Gobierno de Fe-
lipe Calderón

Anexo Estadístico 
del Tercer Informe de Enrique 
Peña Nieto. 

World 
Development 59

Journal of Health and 
Social Behavior 51 Suppl

Public 
Health Nutrition 5

Decen-
tralized Service Delivery for the 
Poor

Desigualdad en 
Salud y Recursos para la Salud 
en México

Bienestar y política social
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. Informe de Resulta-
dos

Salud Publica de Mexico 53

International Journal of Health Services : Planning, Adminis-
tration, Evaluation 22

Value in Health 15

Global Health Observatory 
Data Repository


